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1.
The Problem

Primary students need to identify the parts of speech (adjectives, adverbs, nouns, 
pronouns, and verbs) and use them appropriately when writing.  Although direct 
instruction of these concepts and skills is provided frequently, students continue to 
confuse parts of speech and use them incorrectly when writing.  They also struggle 
with editing and revising written pieces that contain grammatical errors.  A portion of
the Connecticut Mastery Test in Grade 3 assesses the following areas: capitalization of 
proper nouns and pronoun I, verb tenses (past and present), and comparative and 
superlative adjectives.  Students are also required to respond to a narrative prompt on 
the Direct Assessment of Writing, in which they should demonstrate an ability to 
communicate effectively, which requires correct usage of the parts of speech.
2.
The Need

My students need opportunities for additional independent practice with identifying 
and correctly using parts of speech in written form.  Reviewing of these skills is typically 
done 
in a whole group format during morning meeting or in mini-lessons.  Student 
review is also done independently with paper/pencil tasks such as homework, station 
(aka center)activities, morning work, etcetera.  Using a computer-based review that 
requires students to apply their knowledge in an interactive setting will be a more 
engaging, and hopefully more effective, way to review these skills.
3.
The Audience

My students are the targeted audience for this project.  I am a writing teacher with 75 
students in grades 1-3.  I teach in a cluster of 3 teachers (reading, writing, math) and 
we each specialize in a content area.  My homeroom is a 2nd grade class, and we 
keep the same students for 3 years.   Of the 75 students in our cluster, 45 are boys and 
30 are girls.  Fifteen students have IEP’s, six students have 504 Plans, and 14 receive Tier 
3 instruction (8 of which I provide the Tier 3 instruction to).  Seven of my students 
receive ESL services 1 hour per week, for which they are pulled out of the writing class.  
One student is hearing impaired and uses an FM system, and one student is non-verbal 
and uses a talking board.  Approximately 89% of my students receive free or reduced 
lunch.  I intend to use this project with my 25 second grade students, as well as my first 
grade students that are working above grade level, and my third graders who are 
working below grade level. 
4.
Objectives/Assessment

The project’s objectives are in alignment with Connecticut’s Common Core State 
Standards for Grade 2:

CC.2.L.1.e: Use adjectives and adverbs, choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

CC.2.L.1.d: Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, hold).

CC.2.L.1.b Form and use frequently occurring irregular plurals 

CT.2.W.12 Use nouns in sentences (singular, plural, common, proper, possessive, pronouns)

I will be able to assess student’s improvement and/or mastery of the skills/concepts by 
reviewing weekly grammar quizzes, homework assignments, and their written stories, 
journals, poems, etcetera. 
 
5.
Content

The material will be presented for the purpose of review only.  No new material will be 
presented in the activity.  The content will be presented in the style of an interactive 
gameboard using a circus theme.  Students will manipulate themselves through the 
game at their own pace, and by choosing topics in their preferred order.  The student 
will answer questions based on the content listed below and will independently select 
their answers on the screen.  Students will receive instant notification if their answers 

are correct or incorrect using sounds.  The content is linked to the Grade 2 state 
standards noted above. 

Specific concepts/skills to be reviewed:

· Nouns
· Pronouns

· Adjectives (including comparative and superlative forms)

· Adverbs

· Verbs (past, present, future tenses)

· Irregular verbs

6.
Instructional Strategies
· Identifying Similarities and Differences
· Visual Aids (Pictures)
· Guided Practice/Modeling
· Effort and Recognition
7.
Additional Materials


This program will be used at the Computer Station in my classroom (see #8).  
Additional materials to be used with the program are:

· Station task card (outlines student objective and specific instructions)

· Student’s personal passport (students monitor the stations they complete, record the objectives they are working on, and write reflections on their learning)

· 6 student computers with headphones

· A Smartboard can be used to model the project for the initial introduction of the station. 

8.
Program Use

Students work at six different “stations” each day in my writing classroom.  The 
program will be used independently by students while they are assigned to the 
Computer Station in my classroom.  The program will also be available for students to 
return to and complete again during computer time. 
9.
Summative Evaluation


As part of their station work, students are required to write written reflections about 
their learning experience at each station.  This will provide me with written feedback
 
about their usage of the program, as well as their
thoughts about using this type of 
computer-based activity for review. I did not intend for this program to provide me 
with a formal indicator of a student’s performance, but rather for the students to use 
the program as an engaging method of individual review.  If I receive positive 
feedback from the students, I will certainly consider developing other Flash projects for 
skill review with punctuation, editing, and spelling patterns.  
10.
Appendix

I utilized many free Google images and multiple sound files from the internet for the 
program.  
